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President’s Message

While writing this message in the
middle of March, I am looking out my
windows and can finally see patches of
grass peeking from under the snow. I
was afraid that spring would never
come. I'm happy to turn my thoughts
to our annual spring show and sale on
April 16t and 17th at Tower Hill Botanic Garden in
Boylston. I'm looking forward to seeing tables of
African violets in glorious bloom and lots of
interesting designs.

Please review the show schedule in the January
2011 Ye Bay Stater and plan to enter some of your
violet beauties. Try your hand at a design or
container garden. It really is fun. There are lots of
design categories to choose from.

You'll find all the information about the show in this
issue, along with the list of show committees. If you
want to help out with the show, contact Nancy
Manozzi (Show Chair) at n-rmanozzi@comcast.net to
sign up for a 2 hour time slot. If you would like to
sponsor an award, contact me at
srosenzw@comecast.net for further information.

Remember, there is a class for novices, for any
member who is exhibiting for the first time. Why not
make this your “Novice” year!

There are other exciting things on the horizon for
BSAVS. Plans for the October 2011 Dinner Meeting
are well underway. We will be having two fabulous,
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well known guest speakers. More information to
follow in the July issue.

We are also planning to an have an “official” BSAVS
T-shirt made. The shirt will have an embroidered
logo and will cost approximately $15.00. Contact me
at srosenzw@comcast.net for further details.

Let’s not forget the AVSA convention and show, right
here on the east coast, May 15-22, 2011. If you have
never been to an AVSA show, you will be
overwhelmed with the beauty and excitement. And
to top it all off, many commercials will be there,
selling their gorgeous violets. The convention
location, the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill, NJ, ,
is approximately 300 miles away, about a 5 hour
drive, from Massachusetts. Think about attending!

Looking forward to seeing you all at the spring
show.

Sharon Kafﬁfmy

, | Sharon’s Best Design Bottle Garden
@R 1 from last year's show.
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Notes From The Editor

[ am so happy that the winter of
2010/2011 is almost over. It
was a tough winter with the
constant snow. I finally have my
deck back, after having to walk
on 6” of frozen snow and ice
every time I went out with my
dog, Hannah. My African violets
brought me much pleasure this
winter, having something pretty to look at when the
outside was quite ugly, with the piles of dirty snow
everywhere!

I am pleased to announce that our president,
Sharon Rosenzweig, has offered to take over the Tips
column. Her quarterly columns will reflect the time
of year, and how that time of year affects/applies to
our African violets. Thanks, Sharon. If there is
anyone else out there that enjoys writing and
sharing their violet experiences, please contact me.
Ye Bay Stater is always looking for articles to share
with our membership.

Our spring show, “Tea Time with Violets” is right
around the corner. Hope to see many of you at
Tower Hill, either at entries on Friday, April 15t or
viewing the show April 16th and 17th.

Namy Manozzi
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Membership Report

I'm sure we are all thankful this horrible snowy
winter is just about over! However, there could be a
“silver lining” to all that snow. Is it possible that
you spent more time puttering around with your
violets during all those snowbound weekends? If so,
that could result in a spectacular show at Tower Hill
in April!

. We are very pleased to welcome our
ﬂ newest Bay Stater - Lauri Berlied of
Concord, MA - and we’d like to thank
all of you who continue to renew year
after year! Life is so very busy for all of us, and it’s
getting harder and harder to keep small, common-
interest societies like ours viable — so we need and
appreciate your continued support!

Please take a moment to look at the mailing label on
the cover of this issue of Ye Bay Stater and you will
find your membership expiration date. If it has
passed or is coming up soon, please consider
renewing your membership when you come to the
spring show at Tower Hill. We’ll be happy to accept
membership renewals at the cashier’s table, when
you pay for all those new violets that will be going
home with you. See you there!

2y Zoaton-Cramford’
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In Memory of Lorraine Chambers
By Robin Chambers, Lorraine’s husband

Lorraine’s interest in violets started sometime after
we were married and were living in the UK in 1967.
I attended the Chelsea Flower Show and purchased
a collection of violets. Unfortunately, she
eventually killed them with kindness probably over
watering and over feeding.

One incident I have never forgotten was when she
wanted to repot some violets and needed some
compost mix .This I made up and gave to my less
than two year old son to take to her. Almost
instantly she came out looking somewhat upset
and asked what I had told him to say. Apparently
his "for your African violets" sounded like "for your
effing violets." She regained her composure fairly
quickly.

We moved to Texas, then to Maine and finally in
1991, to Massachusetts. It was here she got the
violet bug again and built up a collection, mainly
from plants bought at the BSAVS shows.

As her illness (frontotemporal dementia)
progressed, she seemed to lose interest in most
things. I have been doing my best to keep the
violets thriving as well as her (hateful) cactii and
indoor trees. During her stay in the nursing home,
as her violets came in to bloom, I would bring them
to visit her. I think this gave her some pleasure.

Thank you, Bay State African Violet Society for
bringing so much pleasure to her life.
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From The Archives

Here are some photos from Peg Eaton-Crawford from the 1998
and 1999 shows held at the field station in Waltham. The 1998
show was “Violets on a Tropical Island Voyage” and 1999 was
“A Violet Sojourn in Ancient Rome.” Weren't we cute!?
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Local African Violet Clubs

All Seasons African Violet Club

. . . serves the greater Metrowest area. Meetings are
held the third Wednesday of the month at 7:15 p.m. at
the homes of members. Contact Nancy Manozzi at
508-872-1478 or email: n-rmanozzi@comcast.net.

Emerald Necklace African Violet Club

. . serves members in the Greater Boston area.
Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at
7:30 p.m. at the homes of members. Contact Marie
Montague at 781-647-4127 or email:
mgmontague@earthlink.net.

Gateway African Violet Club

. serves members in the central Massachusetts
region. Meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday of the month
at 6:00 p.m.; program starts at 6:30 p.m., at Mt. Olivet
Lutheran Church, Shrewsbury. Contact Anita Collins
at 508-798-2272 or email: anita@anitacollins.com.

Granite State African Violet and Gesneriad Society

. serves members in New Hampshire and northern
Massachusetts. Meetings are held on the first
Thursday of the month (except January
and July) at 6:00 p.m. at the Marion
Gerrish Community Center, 39 W.
Broadway, Derry NH. Contact Lisa
DiMambro at 603-490-6978 or email:
tonivr@gsinet.net.

Maine African Violet and Gesneriad
Society

. serves Maine and northern New
England area. Meetings are held the first Wednesday
of the month, all year, at 6:30 p.m. at members’
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homes. Contact Barbara Spofford, president, at 207-
284-8073 or email: bspoffor@maine.rr.com.

Patriots African Violet Club

. serves the areas around Bedford, Concord, and
Lexington. Meetings are held the first Monday of the
month at 1:00 p.m. Contact either Anna Rogers at
978-692-7275 or email: time2trvle@verizon.net, or
Susie Govanditti at 781-899-7203.

Quannapowitt African Violet Club

serves the North Shore and southern New
Hampshire area. This group is currently re-organizing,
so check a future issue for new details.

o

Are You A Member of AVSA?

An individual membership in the African
Violet Society of America is $30 per year
and includes six issues of the African Violet
magazine, a beaultiful full-color publication
with information on growing, showing, and sharing your
violets. To join, contact AVSA by calling 1-409-839-4725,
or visit their website at www.avsa.org. You can also send
your name and address with a check for $30.00 for an
individual one-year membership to:

The African Violet Society of America
2375 North Street
Beaumont, TX 77702
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Coming Events

April 9, 2011—

"African Violets . . . The Spice of
Our Lives" is the theme of the
Windsor African Violet Society Judged Show and Sale
to be held Saturday, April 9, 2011 from 8:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at St. Gabriel’s Church, 379 Broad Street,
Windsor, CT. For more information, visit the WAVS
website: http://instafax.com /wavs/

April 15-17, 2011—

Our annual Spring Show and Sale, “Tea Time with
Violets” will be held on Saturday and Sunday, April
16th and 17th, at Tower Hill Botanic Garden, 11
French Drive, Boylston, MA. Entries will be on Friday,
April 15th. Save these dates! Show schedule and
details in the January 2011 issue.

May 15-22, 2011—

AVSA's 65th Convention and show will be held May
15th - May 22nd, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
Philadelphia/Cherry Hill, Cherry Hill, NJ. This year’s
theme is “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Violets.”
Mark your calendars and check the website:
www.avsa.org for details.

October 15, 2011—

Bay State AVS Annual Dinner and Business Meeting
at the St. Michael Parish Center, Bedford, MA. Plant
sales 10:30 a.m.-12 noon; dinner and meeting at
12:30 p.m. Details in the July, 2011 Ye Bay Stater.
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BAY STATE AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY

An Affiliate of the African Violet Society of America, Inc.
INVITATION TO JOIN
The Bay State African Violet Society, a non-profit organization, was founded in 1959
for the convenience and benefit of persons wishing to expand their knowledge in the
fine techniques of growing and propagating African violets (Saintpaulia).

As a member, you will receive four issues of the Society’s official publication, Ye Bay
Stater, which is published in January, April, July and October. Each issue features
articles on all aspects of violet culture and offers information on the activities of local
clubs and events or show held within the area.

Activities include our annual Spring Show and Sale, which offers many special
awards, an annual Dinner Meeting in the fall with a program presented by an
outstanding speaker, and the opportunity to socialize with other violet enthusiasts.

To join, please mail this form (or a copy), with your check made payable to the Bay
State African Violet Society, to:

Peg Eaton-Crawford, Membership Chair
12 Matchett Streett

Brighton, MA 02135

Telephone: 617-782-5863

E-mail: peg_crawford@msn.com

Application for Membership

Cost of full membership is $8.00 per year ($6.00 for Senior Citizens over age 65). An
Associate Membership is available for $4.00 per year (but does not receive a separate
copy of Ye Bay Stater.) All dues coincide with date of paid membership. Please print
the following:

Name:

Address:

City: State & Zip

Telephone:

E-mail Address:

Are you a member of AVSA? ( ) Yes ( ) No
If you are a member of AVSA, what is your membership number:
Are you a member of a local club? ( ) Yes ( ) No

If so, which club:

If not, do you wish to join one? ( ) Yes ( ) No




GETZ0 VIA ‘uoybug

199.11S N8y 2T

pioimeld-uoles @mn_ 0/d

AL3ID0S 13T10IA NVIIM4Y 31VIS AVd





